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RESIDENTIAL 

KITCHEN REMODELS 

A permit is required for kitchen remodels that include removal and replacement and/or relocation of kitch­
en cabinets, countertops, sink, dishwasher, new/altered island or replacement/alteration to the electrical, 
& exhaust hood. A permit is not required for kitchen countertop replacement or re-facing of the existing 
cabinets. If a permit is required it must be obtained prior to the start of the remodel. 

This handout is for information and reference only, and is not a substitute for plans prepared for 
each project. 

The following is a list of the general requirements based on the 2022 California Electrical Code (CEC), 
2022 California Residential Code (CRC), 2022 California Mechanical Code (CMG), and 2022 California 
Plumbing Code (CPC), 2022 California Energy Code (CEnC), 2022 California Green Building Standards 
Code (CalGreen) and the California Civil Code. Contact the Building & Safety Division for any questions 
or additional information, including requirements for new/altered plumbing (water, sewer, or gas lines) or 
mechanical (bathroom exhaust fan). 

Water Conserving Plumbing Fixtures [California Civil Code 1101.4(a)] 

The California Civil Code requires that all Residential buildings constructed before January 1 , 1994 with 
existing non-compliant plumbing fixtures (based on water efficiency) throughout the house be upgraded 
whenever a building permit is issued for remodeling improvements even if the fixtures are not within the 
scope of work. The following table shows the fixtures that are considered to be non-compliant and the type 
of water-conserving plumbing fixture that should be installed. 

Type of Fixture 

Water Closet (Toilet) 

Urinal 

Showerhead 

Faucet-Bathroom 

Faucet- Kitchen 

Plumbing 

Non-Compliant Plumbing Fix-
ture 

More than 1.6 gallons/flush 

More than 1.0 gallons/flush 

More than 2.5 gallons/minute 

.Mo.re than 2.2 gallons/minute 

More than 2.2 gallons/minute 

Required Water-Conserving 
Plumbing Fixture (max. rate) 
[CalGreen 4.303] 

1.28 gallons/flush 

0.125 gallons/flush for wall 
mount; 0.50 for others 

1.8 gallons/flush at 80 psi 

1 .2 gallons/minute at 60 psi 

1 .8 gallons/minute at 60 psi 

• The hot water valve shall be installed on the left side where two separate handles control are provided
[CPC 417.5]

• Traps for Island sinks shall be roughed in above the floor and maybe vented by extending the vent as
high as possible, but not less than the drain board height and then returning it downward and connecting
it to the horizontal sink drain immediately downstream from the vertical fixture drain. [CPC 909.1]

• Air gap required for dishwasher connected to Garbage Disposal or tail piece of sink. [CPC 414.4, 807.3]

Kitchen Lighting Requirements 

• All installed luminaire (lighting) shall be high efficacy in accordance with CEnC Table 150.0-A

• Cabinet (in and under) lighting shall be switched separately from other lighting systems. [CEnC 150.0
(k)(2)K]

• All recessed lighting shall be "IC Rated and Airtight Certified." [CEnC 150.0 (k)(C-ii)]
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